CHAPTER XVIII CROMWELL'S FOREIGN POLICY
1654-1658
THREE aims guided Cromwell's foreign policy: the first was the desire to maintain and to spread the Protestant religion ;  the second, the desire to preserve and extend English commerce ; the third, the desire to prevent the restoration of the Stuarts by foreign aid.    The European mission of England, its material greatness, and its political independence were inseparably associated in his mind, and beneath all apparent wavering and hesitation these three aims he consistently pursued.
The Protector had inherited from the Long Parliament a European situation of the greatest complexity. The Dutch war had undone the work of the previous three years. In 1653, England was once more isolated and in danger of a European combination against her. England and France were still carrying on hostilities at sea. Denmark had seized English merchantmen, and closed the Baltic to English trade. Portugal was actually at war with
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